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CRISES / RESILIENCE - WEDNESDAYS ON CURRENTS AND WAVES 
 
 
Schedule: 
 

 

Start Time 
 

Segment 
 

Featuring 
 

Duration 
 

 00:00 
Who Belongs in a City  
(From the Ted Talk Series) OluTimehin Adegbey 11m 54s 

 00:13 
Infants Babble Ringtone 
(From the SPOOX Playlist) Baby Ziggy 1m 30s 

 00:15 
Chinese Bedtime 
(From the SPOOX Playlist) Anonymous 2m 54s 

 00:17 
oceanography  
(From the SPOOX Playlist) David Barclay 5m 04s 

 00:22 
Happy Answering Machine  
(From the SPOOX Playlist) Anonymous 1m 29s 

 00:24 
toejam noisjam  
(From the SPOOX Playlist) Julia Feyrer 1m 01s 

 00:25 
kid weather  
(From the SPOOX Playlist) Anonymous 1m 58s 

 00:27 
Sibilation  
(From the SPOOX Playlist) Samuel Forsythe 57s 

 00:28 
Calling - Sounds of China  
(From the SPOOX Playlist) 

Michael Eddy, Kang He 
and Li Zenghui 17m 00s 

 00:45 

In america you are free to be an anarchist in 
russia¬†¬† ¬†  
(From the SPOOX Playlist) 

The giant head that 
ruled imperfectly 2m 07s 

 00:47 
ATRTTS#18  
(From the SPOOX Playlist) Samuel Forsythe 1m 10s 

 00:48 
Lake Baikal Hovercraft  
(From the SPOOX Playlist) adrian burrus 1m 27s 

 00:49 
cops dogs  
(From the SPOOX Playlist) christopher olson 1m 08s 

 00:50 
NSL Crowd    
(From the SPOOX Playlist) Spoox 2m 15s 

 00:53 
Frogs&airplane   
(From the SPOOX Playlist) Jo Cook 1m 05s 

 00:53 
Sheep&Goats     
(From the SPOOX Playlist) Jo Cook 1m 30s 

 00:55 
sleep and thunder  
(From the SPOOX Playlist) George Rahi 1m 54s 

 00:57 
juice box by the ocean  
(From the SPOOX Playlist) Helen Reed 3m 31s 

 01:00 
savary island crow party  
(From the SPOOX Playlist) Pietro Sammarco 4m 15s 
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 01:02 
Istiklal Backwards  
(From the SPOOX Playlist) Erdem Tasdelen 1m 19s 

 01:04 
Working With and From Within Community 
(From the Great Ocean Dialogues Series) Multiple 33m 19s 

 01:39 
Lightning Scarred Heart 
(From Why the Caged Bird Sings) Cheryl L'Hirondelle 2m 56s 

 01:42 
To All Our Nations (Mother Nature's Powers) 
(From Why the Caged Bird Sings) Cheryl L'Hirondelle 3m 25s 

 01:46 
Live the Life that is Meant for Me 
(From Why the Caged Bird Sings) Cheryl L'Hirondelle  4m 15s 

 01:50 
Live-Stream Nature Recording, Nagano 
Otanomo Dec 30 12:50-1:50 Rainstorm Locus Sonus 1h 2m 38s 

 02:49 

The Disarming Case to Act Now on Climate 
Change 
(From the Ted Talk Series) Greta Thunberg 11m 01s 

 03:01 
Evacuate 
(From Floatilla 2019) 

Jen Rae and Marco 
Cher-Gibard 11m 36s 

 03:08 
What Does It Mean to be a Refugee? 
(From the Ted Talk Series) 

Benedetta Berti and 
Evelien Borgman 5m 28s 

 03:17 
The Fundamental Right to Seek Asylum 
(From the Ted Talk Series) Melanie Nezer 10m 46s 

 03:27 
Re-Turning to Futures: Urgent Imaginations 
(From the Great Ocean Dialogues Series) Multiple 1h 46m 46s 

 05:16 The Music of Horns and Whistles 
World Soundscape 
Project 3m 09s 

 05:19 Who Needs Artists in a Climate Crisis? Jen Rae 49m 31s 

 06:09 

What if gentrification was about healing 
communities instead of displacing them? 
(From the Ted Talk Series) Liz Ogbu 14m 52s 

 06:26 

The Standing Rock Resistance and our fight 
for indigenous rights 
(From the Ted Talk Series) Tara Houska 10m 55s 

 06:38 
Live Stream Nature Recording, Rainforest 
Canopy - Australia (5:30am Dec 24) Locus Sonus 1h 0m 32s 

 07:35 

Sovereign Practices: Debra Sparrow, 
Meagan Innes, Ocean Hyland with Salia 
Joseph 
(From the Great Ocean Dialogues Series) Multiple 1h 26m 50s 

 09:04 
Protect Me From My Protector 
(From the Constellations Series) Chandra Melting Tallow 19m 40s 

 09:25 Silent Spring Montreal Tiotia ke Lou Sheppard 13m 50s 

 09:41 Narvaez Bay Tidal Predictions 

Mark Timmings, 
Stephen Morris, Saturna 
Singers 4m 10s 

 09:59 
Soundscape Show – A conversation with 
Mark Timmings 

Brady Marks & Mark 
Timmings 56m 53s 

 11:00 

Black Lives Didn't Matter: Fungibility and the 
Black Body 
(From the Ted Talk Series) Syrus Marcus Ware 15m 29s 

 11:17 Beneath the Forest Floor Hildegard Westerkamp 17m 21s 

 11:35 
Episode 2 - Trees and Democracy 
(From the Talking Trees Series) 

Jess Miller, Raquel 
Ormella, David Strayer 
and Marc Stears 1h 20m 50s 

 

 
Program Repeats below  
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 12:58 
Who Belongs in a City  
(From the Ted Talk Series) OluTimehin Adegbey 11m 54s 

 13:12 
Infants Babble Ringtone 
(From the SPOOX Playlist) Baby Ziggy 1m 30s 

 13:13 
Chinese Bedtime 
(From the SPOOX Playlist) Anonymous 2m 54s 

 13:16 
oceanography  
(From the SPOOX Playlist) David Barclay 5m 04s 

 13:21 
Happy Answering Machine  
(From the SPOOX Playlist) Anonymous 1m 29s 

 13:22 
toejam noisjam  
(From the SPOOX Playlist) Julia Feyrer 1m 01s 

 13:23 
kid weather  
(From the SPOOX Playlist) Anonymous 1m 58s 

 13:25 
Sibilation  
(From the SPOOX Playlist) Samuel Forsythe 57s 

 13:26 
Calling - Sounds of China  
(From the SPOOX Playlist) 

Michael Eddy, Kang He 
and Li Zenghui 17m 00s 

 13:43 

In america you are free to be an anarchist in 
russia¬†¬† ¬†  
(From the SPOOX Playlist) 

The giant head that 
ruled imperfectly 2m 07s 

 13:45 
ATRTTS#18  
(From the SPOOX Playlist) Samuel Forsythe 1m 10s 

 13:46 
Lake Baikal Hovercraft  
(From the SPOOX Playlist) adrian burrus 1m 27s 

 13:48 
cops dogs  
(From the SPOOX Playlist) christopher olson 1m 08s 

 13:49 
NSL Crowd    
(From the SPOOX Playlist) Spoox 2m 15s 

 13:51 
Frogs&airplane   
 (From the SPOOX Playlist) Jo Cook 1m 05s 

 13:52 
Sheep&Goats     
(From the SPOOX Playlist) Jo Cook 1m 30s 

 13:53 
sleep and thunder  
(From the SPOOX Playlist) George Rahi 1m 54s 

 13:55 
juice box by the ocean  
(From the SPOOX Playlist) Helen Reed 3m 31s 

 13:58 
savary island crow party  
(From the SPOOX Playlist) Pietro Sammarco 4m 15s 

 14:01 
Istiklal Backwards  
(From the SPOOX Playlist) Erdem Tasdelen 1m 19s 

 14:02 

Session 3 - Working With and From Within 
Community 
(From the Great Ocean Dialogues Series) Multiple 33m 19s 

 14:38 
Lightning Scarred Heart 
(From Why the Caged Bird Sings) Cheryl L'Hirondelle 2m 56s 

 14:41 
To All Our Nations (Mother Nature's Powers) 
(From Why the Caged Bird Sings) Cheryl L'Hirondelle 3m 25s 

 14:44 
Live the Life that is Meant for Me 
(From Why the Caged Bird Sings) Cheryl L'Hirondelle 4m 15s 

 14:48 
Live-Stream Nature Recording, Nagano 
Otanomo Dec 30 12:50-1:50 Rainstorm Locus Sonus 1h 2m 38s 

 15:49 

The Disarming Case to Act Now on Climate 
Change 
(From the Ted Talk Series) Greta Thunberg 11m 01s 
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 16:00 
Evacuate 
(From Floatilla 2019) 

Jen Rae and Marco 
Cher-Gibard 11m 36s 

 16:06 
What Does It Mean to be a Refugee? 
(From the Ted Talk Series) 

Benedetta Berti and 
Evelien Borgman 5m 28s 

 16:15 
The Fundamental Right to Seek Asylum 
(From the Ted Talk Series) Melanie Nezer 10m 46s 

 16:26 
Re-Turning to Futures: Urgent Imaginations 
(From the Great Ocean Dialogues Series) Multiple 1h 46m 46s 

 18:15 The Music of Horns and Whistles 
World Soundscape 
Project 3m 09s 

 18:18 Who Needs Artists in a Climate Crisis? Jen Rae 49m 31s 

 19:07 

What if gentrification was about healing 
communities instead of displacing them? 
(From the Ted Talk Series) Liz Ogbu 14m 52s 

 19:24 

The Standing Rock Resistance and our fight 
for indigenous rights 
(From the Ted Talk Series) Tara Houska 10m 55s 

 19:37 
Live Stream Nature Recording, Rainforest 
Canopy - Australia (5:30am Dec 24) Locus Sonus 1h 0m 32s 

 20:33 

Sovereign Practices: Debra Sparrow, 
Meagan Innes, Ocean Hyland with Salia 
Joseph 
(From the Great Ocean Dialogues Series) Multiple 1h 26m 50s 

 22:02 
Protect Me From My Protector 
(From the Constellations Series) Chandra Melting Tallow 19m 40s 

 22:23 Silent Spring Montreal Tiotia ke Lou Sheppard 13m 50s 

 22:29 Narvaez Bay Tidal Predictions 

Mark Timmings, 
Stephen Morris, Saturna 
Singers 4m 10s 

 22:58 
Soundscape Show – A conversation with 
Mark Timmings 

Brady Marks & Mark 
Timmings 56m 53s 

 
 

*This daily program runs for close to 13 hours and then repeats at 12:58pm* 
 
 
 
 
Further information on the artists and works, in order of broadcast appearance: 
 
Who Belongs in a City (From the Ted Talk Series) - OluTimehin Adegbeye 
 
Who Belongs in a city? is a talk by OluTimehin Adegbeye, originally given in a Ted Global talk, August 
2017. Underneath every shiny new megacity, there's often a story of communities displaced. In this moving, 
poetic talk, OluTimehin Adegbeye details how government land grabs are destroying the lives of thousands 
who live in the coastal communities of Lagos, Nigeria, to make way for a "new Dubai." She compels us to 
hold our governments and ourselves accountable for keeping our cities safe for everyone. "The only cities 
worth building, indeed the only futures worth dreaming of, are those that include all of us, no matter who 
we are or how we make homes for ourselves," she says. 
 
OluTimehin Adegbeye is a writer and speaker who does rights-based work in the areas of urban 
development, gender, sexualities and sexualized violence. Her social commentary takes the form of non-
fiction, auto-fiction and poetry -- as well as sometimes quite strongly worded Twitter threads. A firm believer 
in lived experience as a legitimate source of knowledge, she often draws her broader political analyses 
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from personal stories. Adegbeye identifies as a de-colonial feminist, with a political praxis rooted in 
Womanist and Black Feminist thought. In deconstructing how power, social services, housing, capital and 
other resources are distributed and/or denied within globalized societies, her ultimate goal is to reinscribe 
the intrinsic value of human life. For more information this talk visit www.ted.com.  
 
~ 
 
SPOOX Playlist – Various Artists 
 
SPOOX is curated by Julia Feyrer and Pietro Sammarco. It is an online, 30 year (2006-2036) audio project 
by Feyrer and Sammarco, with thanks to the following Spoox’ers for their audio contributions to this playlist. 
Tracks in this playlist in order of appearance: Infants Babble Ringtone by Baby Ziggy, Chinese Bedtime by 
Anonymous, Oceanography by David Barclay, Happy Answering Machine by Anonymous and toejam 
noisejam by Julia Feyrer, kid weather by Anonymous, Sibilation by Samuel forsythe, Calling – Sounds of 
China by Michael Eddy, Kahng He and Li Zenghui, and In America you are free to be an anarchist by The 
Giant head that ruled imperfectly, ATRTTS#18 by Samuel Forsythe, Lake Baikal hovercraft by Adrian 
burrus, Cops Dogs by Christopher Olson, and NSL Crowd by SPOOX. Fogs & Airplane by Jo cook, Sheep 
and Goats by Jo Cook, sleep and thunder by George Rahi, juice box by the ocean by Helen Reed, savary 
island crow party by Pietro Sammarco, and Istiklal Backwards by Erdem Tasdelen.  
 
Julia Feyrer (b. 1982, Lkwungen Territory, Victoria, BC) is a filmmaker and artist who lives and works on 
the unceded lands of the Tsleil-Waututh, Skxwú7mesh and Musqueam. They graduated in 2010 with a 
Meisterschülerin from the Städelschule in Frankfurt, Germany. Julia is also the co-editor of the audiozine 
Spoox and author of a half dozen artist books published by Perro Verlag. 
  
Pietro Sammarco is co-editor of spoox audiozine. He is the Education Coordinator at VIVO Media Arts 
Centre. Previously, he toured extensively as trombonist with They Shoot Horses, Don’t They?; was a 
member of performance art group Norma; and performed Balinese inspired music with Gamelan Bike Bike; 
In his current art practice, he records bands, produces music and sound for film, and hosts karaoke nights. 
Pietro graduated from the School of Communication MA program at Simon Fraser University. 
 
~ 
 
Working With and From Within Community (From the Great Ocean Dialogues Series) 
 
Working With and From Within Community is a session of the Great Ocean Dialogues series, and 
features Taloi Havini, Sarah Hunt, Jaymyn La Vallee, Carol McGregor, Faith Sparrow, moderated by Sarah 
Biscara Dilley. Within discourses of reconciliation, much has been discussed and written on the topics of 
consultation and collaboration between Indigenous communities and non-Indigenous academics, curators 
and researchers. However, how do we want to work with each other as arts workers from different 
Indigenous Nations? How do we want to work with, and from within, our own communities? How can this 
work re-shape the way that our labour is valued, displayed, circulated and critiqued? How can it change the 
way future generations enter into artistic and intellectual work? And how do we care for ourselves and 
others within the complications of community life? 
 
Great Ocean Dialogues is an Indigenous-led gathering, produced in a partnership between the Aboriginal 
Curatorial Collective/Collectif des commissaires autochtones, SFU Galleries, and the Vancouver Art 
Gallery. Several of the artists featured in the Great Ocean Dialogues had their work featured in the 2019 
exhibition, Transits and Returns, at the Vancouver Art Gallery. The exhibition presented the work of twenty-
one Indigenous artists whose practices are both rooted in the specificities of their cultures, and 
routed via their travels. These forces of situatedness and mobility work in synergy and in tension with one 
another, shaping the multiple ways of understanding and being Indigenous, today. Within the exhibition, 
these dual realities are explored through themes of movement, territory, kinship and representation, with 
many artworks inhabiting multiple categories. The resulting presentation foregrounds the creative 
sovereignty of each artist to determine their own articulations of the world, while also exploring the 
resonances between them. 



crises / resilience – Wednesdays on currents and waves 6 

 
~ 
 
Lightning Scarred Heart, To All Our Nations (Mother Nature's Powers), and Live the Life that is 
Meant for Me (From Why the Caged Bird Sings) - Cheryl L'Hirondelle 
 
Ligthning Scarred Heart, To All our Nations (Mother Nature’s Powers) and Live the Life that is Meant 
for Me are all songs that came out of Cheryl L’Hirondelle’s multi-year project entitled Why the Caged Bird 
Sings – a participatory and community-engaged, five-day singing, songwriting and recording workshop that 
involves small groups of incarcerated women, men or detained youth along with their literacy educators 
and/or cultural programmers in federal prisons, provincial correctional centres and youth detention facilities 
in the land that is now known as Canada. The song lyrics created by the participants are strung together to 
create a narrative using consensus as a way to create equity so that everyone’s voice is heard and 
validated. The songs are uplifting and positive in theme and are meant to become a repeatable mantra that 
belongs to all the participants who co-wrote the song-extending out to the greater community so that 
everyone can join in. At the root of every song lyric is the use of a metaphor. This helps to poetically focus 
the lyrics both thematically and in how the song is constructed. The resulting song is one that does not 
ignore the struggles or hardships of any of the participants, but instead looks forward to be a useful way of 
affirming one’s future and potential. The songs are meant to be ‘freedom songs’ – not to be confused with 
the civil rights movement. In Cree language ‘freedom’ is akin to having self-control and self-determination. 
Once recorded, mixed and mastered the songs are released as singles and shared with the co-writers, 
programs staff and all project partners. Proceeds from sales are shared with all co-writers.  
  
Lightning Scarred Heart Lyrics were written by: Jennifer Houle, Abby Nawakayas, Celeste WhiteHawk, 
Bernice Bighead, Rosanna Napope, Cheyanne Fox, Jessica LaPlante Sandi and Carla Johnson. Music 
was composed by Cheryl L’Hirondelle and Gregory Hoskins. This song was created in 2011.  
  
To All our Nations (Mother Nature’s Powers) Lyrics were written by Trevor Alexander, Trevor S. 
Ballantyne, Jon Craig, Jayden Laprise, George Lathlin, Donovan Misponas, Fabian Shalthanee, Jake 
Toutsaint, Robert Young, and Alfred Sanderson. Music was composed by Cheryl L’Hirondelle, Joseph 
Naytowhow and Gregory Hoskins. This song was created in 2015.  
  
Live the Life that is Meant for Me Lyrics were written by Drew Ballantyne, Mitchelle Ballantyne, Larry Bird, 
Cory Halkett, Joshua Johnson, Randall Lemaigre, Keith William Martell, Robert Pachapis favell, and Alfred 
Sanderson. Music was composed by Cheryl L’Hirondelle, Gregory Hoskins, Joseph Naytowhow and M. 
Schmidt. This song was created in 2016. 
 
~ 
 
Live-Stream Nature Recording, Nagano Otanomo Dec 30 12:50-1:50 Rainstorm - Locus Sonus 
 
This live-stream was recorded on December 30, between 12:50pm and 1:50pm, Shiga Nature 
Education Park, Shiga Heights in Nagano Otanomo, Japan. The recording captured a vivid and windy 
rainstorm. A 24-hour live stream since 2011 and part of the cluster of microphones set up and maintained 
by Dr. Kaoru Saito and colleagues as part of the Cyber Forest research project at the University of Tokyo. 
For more information visit: http://cyberforest.nenv.k.u-tokyo.ac.jp/ 
 
Locus Sonus is a research laboratory in audio in arts, created in 2005 at the Aix en Provence school of 
arts (Ecole Supérieure d'Art d'Aix en Provence, France) by Peter Sinclair, project director and Jerome Joy, 
who has lead the project since its inception. Locus Sonus is a research group whose main aim is to explore 
the ever-evolving relationship between sound, place and usage. Our methodology places artistic 
experimentation at the center of our research. Multidisciplinary theoretical approaches dialogue with, 
nourish and nurture this experimentation and the research sometimes (but not systematically) leads to 
artistic productions in the form of installations, performances, concerts and web-based projects. The 
Locustream project is a network of open microphones who permanently stream their surronding 
soundscape all over the world.  
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Depending on the broadcast day of the week for currents and waves, you will hear sounds from the 
Naracoorte Caves and surrounds at the Naracoorte National Park, Jasper Ridge Biological Preserve in the 
Santa Cruz Mountains in California, USA, Georo Village situated on Jeju Island, South Korea, the Shiga 
Nature Education Park in Nagano, Japan, a Streaked Shearwater Bird Colony on Tabushima Island, Japan, 
the Rainforest Canopy at the Mary Cairncross Scenic Reserve, and the Fuji Iyashinomori Woodland Study 
Centre in Japan, these recordings were all made in December of 2019, you can also listen live to each 
open microphone by visiting: http://locusonus.org/soundmap 
 
~ 
 
The Disarming Case to Act Now on Climate Change (From the Ted Talk Series) - Greta Thunberg 
The Disarming Case to Act Now on Climate Change is a TEDx talk from Stockholm, Sweden, November 
2018. In this passionate call to action, 16-year-old climate activist Greta Thunberg explains why, in August 
2018, she walked out of school and organized a strike to raise awareness of global warming, protesting 
outside the Swedish parliament and grabbing the world's attention. "The climate crisis has already been 
solved. We already have all the facts and solutions," Thunberg says. "All we have to do is to wake up and 
change." 
 
Greta Thunberg started a school strike for the climate, in August 2018, outside the Swedish Parliament, 
and the movement has since spread all over the world, now having involved over 100,000 schoolchildren. 
It is now called Fridays For Future. Thunberg has spoken at climate rallies in Stockholm, Helsinki, Brussels 
and London. In December 2018 she attended the United Nations COP24 in Katowice, Poland, where she 
addressed the Secretary-General and made a plenary speech that went viral and was shared many million 
times around the globe. In January 2019, she was invited to the World Economic Forum in Davos where 
her speeches again made a worldwide impact. Thunberg tries to live a low-carbon life. She is vegan, and 
she does not participate in air travel. TIME magazine named her 2019 Person of the Year as well as one 
of the world's 100 most influential people. For more information this talk visit www.ted.com.  
 
~ 
 
Evacuate (From Floatilla 2019) - Jen Rae and Marco Cher-Gibard 
 
Evacuate is a multi-channel immersive soundscape which was part of Flotilla 2019. The work was created 
by artist Jen Rae and sound designer Marco Cher-Gibard. The work was originally diffused during Portage: 
Flotilla a two-year project let by Rae in collaboration with architectural designers Mittul Vahanvati and Munir 
Vahanvati (Giant Grass) and six intercultural master weavers and local communities. A project that unearths 
overlooked skills, knowledge and values that might offer salvation in the years ahead. Decades of echoing 
sirens and warnings from the global science community have gone unanswered. Flotilla is a space to take 
heed and contemplate those calls – an immersive installation, comprised of the collaboratively built and 
assembled watercrafts from portage raft workhops. Audiences were led into a space to experience what it 
feels like to be in close proximity with strangers, adrift in a small vessel in darkness, with only the horizon 
as their guide. ‘Portage’ is the act of carrying a boat and its cargo between navigable waters. To portage is 
to work together – to secure your belongings to your body and to carry your vessel over land in unison to 
the next destination. Portage is a call to mobilise, collaborate and arrive at purpose. The Portage program 
included in 2019 a Raft workshop, Flotilla, Shelter – Weavers Walk and Shelter Weaving Workshop. Master 
weavers Vicki Kinai, Bronwyn Razem, Dr. Vicki Couzens, Kirsten Lyttle, Abshiro Hussein and Muhbo 
Sulieman. Workshops were produced by Naomi Velaphi.   
 
Portage, Flotilla and Evacuate are all elements of Refuge 2019: Displacement. The Fourth in a series of 
five curated programs 2016-2020 presented by Arts House, Melbourne, which explores the intersection 
between art, emergency and the impacts of climate change. Refuge 2019: Displacement is an assortment 
of experiences and provocatios that take place in and around and immediately outside North Melbourne 
Town Hall. Attendees make their own choices about what to see and what to participate in, highlighting the 
sense of agency we all have as community members to affect change. 
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Dr. Jen Rae is a Narrm (Melbourne)-based artist-researcher of Canadian Métis-Scottish descent. Her 15-
year practice-led research expertise is in the discursive field of contemporary environmental art and arts-
based environmental communication. It is centered around cultural responses to climate change, 
specifically the role of artists. Her work is engaged in discourses around food in/security, disaster 
preparedness and speculative futures predominantly articulated through transdisciplinary collaborative 
methodologies and community alliances. She creates multi-platform creative projects (often with food) 
collaborating with communities, dancers, bees, farmers, architects, masseurs and even a lawyer. 
  
Rae is a core artist of Arts House’s 5-year REFUGE project, whereby artists, emergency service providers 
and communities work together to rehearse climate related emergencies and explore the impact of creativity 
in disaster preparedness. And, when she isn’t rehearsing disasters, she is honing her survival skills in 
permaculture and co-parenting a 3-year-old. She is the Director and Creative Lead of Fair Share Fare – 
where art, performance, disaster preparedness and cookery collide into positive disruption. Jen is a board 
member of the Australian Creative Recovery Network and the International Environmental Communication 
Association, and has lectured at the post-graduate level in socially-engaged art and performance at the 
University of Melbourne and Deakin University. 
 
Marco Cher-Gibard is an artist and sound maker who frequently works with sound to explore contemporary 
culture, experience and expression. Marco’s work to date includes numerous theatrical sound designs and 
compositions for art/installation contexts. His award-wining work for theatre and dance has been presented 
internationally. He currently also teaches at RMIT University for the College of Design and Social Context. 
 
~ 
 
What Does It Mean to be a Refugee? (Ted Talk) - Benedetta Berti and Evelien Borgman 
 
What Does it mean to be a refugee? is the title of the talk by Benedetta Berti, and a video created by Berti 
and Evelien Borgman. Around the globe, there are approximately 60 million people who have been forced 
to leave their homes to escape war, violence, and persecution.  
 
Benedetta Berti is an expert on the role of armed groups and the future of armed conflict, especially in the 
Middle East. She has spent over a decade researching non-state armed groups, from terrorists to 
insurgents to militias, and has worked with governments, international organizations and NGOs to offer new 
approaches to better understand and tackle modern conflict. As a security and humanitarian consultant, 
Berti has designed disarmament campaigns; conducted trainings of counter-insurgency and protection of 
civilians; worked on violence prevention; and assisted humanitarian organizations on issues related to 
gaining access to war-torn areas.  She has conducted research and worked across the globe -- from Central 
and Latin America to the Middle East, and from the United States to Eastern Africa -- and has focused her 
work on some of the world's most complex conflicts, from Syria, to Iraq, to Gaza, to Burundi. Berti has 
written four books, and her writing has appeared in Foreign Policy and Foreign Affairs. For more information 
on this talk visit www.ted.com. 
  
~ 
 
The Fundamental Right to Seek Asylum (Ted Talk) - Melanie Nezer 
 
The Fundamental Right to Seek Asylum is a talk by Melanie Nezer, given in March 2019. In this talk, 
refugee and immigrants right attorney, Melanie Nezer, shares an urgently needed historical perspective on 
the crises at the southern US border, showing how citizens can hold their governments accountable for 
protecting the vulnerable.  
 
Melanie Nezer is Senior Vice President for Public Affairs for HIAS, the American Jewish community's 
international refugee agency. Founded in 1881, HIAS is the oldest refugee agency in the world and has 
helped refugees from all over the world find safety and freedom. In 17 years at HIAS, Nezer has shaped 
much of the agency's policy and advocacy agenda and its legal work. She previously served as HIAS's 
Vice President for Policy and Advocacy, as Migration Policy Counsel and as Director of HIAS's Employment 
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Visa Program, representing at-risk Jewish professionals and religious workers seeking to work in the US 
during times of instability and crisis in their home countries. 
 
Before joining HIAS, Nezer was the Immigration Policy Director for the organization now known as US 
Committee for Refugees and Immigrants, where -- in addition to conducting advocacy on immigration and 
asylum issues -- she was co-editor of Refugee Reports and a writer for the annual World Refugee Survey. 
Prior to her work in Washington DC, Nezer was in private legal practice in Miami, Florida, where she 
specialized in immigration law and criminal defense. For more information on this talk visit www.ted.com. 
 
~ 
 
Re-Turning to Futures: Urgent Imaginations (From the Great Ocean Dialogues Series) 
 
Re/turning to Futures: Urgent Imaginations is a session from the Great Ocean Dialogues series, and 
features Christopher Ando, Hannah Brontë, Chantal Fraser, Bracken Hanuse Corlett, and Whess Harman, 
and was moderated by Dayna Danger. In this session, the panelists and artists will consider the impact of 
differing conceptions of time, space and kinship in their practices. The trend of Indigenous futurisms is now 
prevalent in the art and academic worlds, but how do we enact re/turns to care and balance beyond climate 
and political apocalypse? 
 
Great Ocean Dialogues is an Indigenous-led gathering, produced in a partnership between the Aboriginal 
Curatorial Collective/Collectif des commissaires autochtones, SFU Galleries, and the Vancouver Art 
Gallery. Several of the artists featured in the Great Ocean Dialogues had their work featured in the 2019 
exhibition, Transits and Returns, at the Vancouver Art Gallery. The exhibition presented the work of twenty-
one Indigenous artists whose practices are both rooted in the specificities of their cultures, and 
routed via their travels. These forces of situatedness and mobility work in synergy and in tension with one 
another, shaping the multiple ways of understanding and being Indigenous, today. Within the exhibition, 
these dual realities are explored through themes of movement, territory, kinship and representation, with 
many artworks inhabiting multiple categories. The resulting presentation foregrounds the creative 
sovereignty of each artist to determine their own articulations of the world, while also exploring the 
resonances between them. 
 
~ 
 
The Music of Horns and Whistles - World Soundscape Project 
 
The Music of Horns and Whistles can be found on the Soundscape Vancouver, a double CD project 
featuring The Vancouver Soundscape 1973 (CD I) and Soundscape Vancouver 1996 (CD II) – a mix of 
most of the original recordings published in 1973 by the World Soundscape Project at Simon Fraser 
University in its landmark study of the acoustic environment of Vancouver, plus new digital recordings and 
compositions made in the 1990s by Robert MacNevin that show the changes in Vancouver's soundscape 
in the intervening years. The material has been collected and written by Howard Broomfield, Bruce Davis, 
Peter Huse, Colin Miles and R. Murray Schafer. Bruce Davis was the tape editor, R. Murray Schafer was 
the text editor, additional project assistants: Hildegard Westerkamp, Kathleen Swink, Bary Truax and Betty 
Anne Wang. All sounds on Soundscape Vancouver - CD I were recorded between September 1972 and 
August 1973. The recordists were Howard Broomfield, Bruce Davis, Peter Huse and Colin Miles. Bruce 
Davis supervised the mixing of the recordings. This project was also part of a larger project entitled 
Soundscape Vancouver ’96 which was organized by the World Forum for Acoustic Ecology (WFAE) in close 
collaboration with the Goethe Institut, the School of Communication at Simon Fraser University, the 
Vancouver New Music Society and the CBC. Vancouver Soundscape features The Music of Horns and 
Whistles, Vancouver Soundmarks, Pacific Fanfare and a brief documentary piece entitled The 
Changing Soundscape. Close to half a century later this second album offers further reflection on how the 
Vancouver Soundscape has transformed between 1973, 1996.  
 
World Soundscape Project (WSP) was established as an educational and research group by R. Murray 
Schafer at Simon Fraser University during the late 1960s and early 1970s. It grew out of Schafer's initial 
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attempt to draw attention to the sonic environment through a course in noise pollution, as well as from his 
personal distaste for the more raucous aspects of Vancouver's rapidly changing soundscape. The 
foundation laid by WSP has been continued through the teaching and research program in acoustic 
communication at SFU, and members of WSP were instrumental in helping found the World Forum for 
Acoustic Ecology (WFAE) in 1993, connecting groups and individuals around the world who are concerned 
with the soundscape. 
 
~ 
 
Who Needs Artists in a Climate Crisis? - Jen Rae 
 
Who Needs Artists in a Climate Crisis? is a talk by Dr. Jen Rae, part of a City of Melbourne event, Raising 
the Bar 2019, and the Melbourne Conversations program. Through her talk Rae discusses the role of artists 
in a climate crisis, and also her multi-year interdisciplinary project, Refuge. The project drops us in the hot 
zone of different climate-related disasters. Flood, heat, pandemic and displacement: this five-year project 
offers us new ways to rally as a community and prepare for climatic events. For the next two years we 
prepare for displacement prompted by climate crisis. In 2019, we begin on our own doorstep: are you ready 
to evacuate if the worst comes to pass? What do we need to do to prepare North Melbourne if we were 
displaced? What can we learn from Traditional Owners and First Nations who, over 120,000 years, have 
already survived many climate changes? What skills and knowledge can we share – and do you know your 
neighbours well enough to ask for their help? In 2020 we leap into a foreseeable future to consider 
displacement of our regional neighbours in the Pacific. How can we share resources in times of hardship 
when the worst comes to pass? Taking the lead from artist Latai Taumoepeau, Refuge 2020 explores 
displacement as a humanitarian crisis and directs our focus towards culture, spirituality, relationships and 
ritual. Read more about Refuge 2016-2020 at www.artshouse.com.au/ourprograms/refuge/ 
 
Dr. Jen Rae is a Narrm (Melbourne)-based artist-researcher of Canadian Métis-Scottish descent. Her 15-
year practice-led research expertise is in the discursive field of contemporary environmental art and arts-
based environmental communication. It is centered around cultural responses to climate change, 
specifically the role of artists. Her work is engaged in discourses around food in/security, disaster 
preparedness and speculative futures predominantly articulated through transdisciplinary collaborative 
methodologies and community alliances. She creates multi-platform creative projects (often with food) 
collaborating with communities, dancers, bees, farmers, architects, masseurs and even a lawyer. 
  
Rae is a core artist of Arts House’s 5-year REFUGE project, whereby artists, emergency service providers 
and communities work together to rehearse climate related emergencies and explore the impact of creativity 
in disaster preparedness. And, when she isn’t rehearsing disasters, she is honing her survival skills in 
permaculture and co-parenting a 3-year-old. She is the Director and Creative Lead of Fair Share Fare – 
where art, performance, disaster preparedness and cookery collide into positive disruption. Jen is a board 
member of the Australian Creative Recovery Network and the International Environmental Communication 
Association, and has lectured at the post-graduate level in socially-engaged art and performance at the 
University of Melbourne and Deakin University. 
 
~ 
 
What if gentrification was about healing communities instead of displacing them? (From the Ted 
Talk Series) - Liz Ogbu 
 
What if gentrification was about healing communities instead of displacing them? is a TEDWomen 
talk by Liz Ogbu, given originally in November 2017. Ogbu is an architect who works on spatial justice: the 
idea that justice has a geography and that the equitable distribution of resources and services is a human 
right. In San Francisco, she's questioning the all too familiar story of gentrification: that poor people will be 
pushed out by development and progress. "Why is it that we treat culture erasure and economic 
displacement as inevitable?" she asks, calling on developers, architects and policymakers to instead "make 
a commitment to build people's capacity to stay in their homes, to stay in their communities, to stay where 
they feel whole." 
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Liz Ogbu writes: "While I received my architecture training at a prestigious architecture school (Harvard), 
my vision of architecture has always been broader than just bricks and mortar. I believe that the very act of 
design is about creating places that enable people to be and feel acknowledged, to connect to one another, 
to heal and to thrive. For me, design solutions emerge not just from an aesthetic place but from also taking 
a human-centered approach in which people’s needs and desires drive the process; problems (and 
solutions) are looked at not at the level of isolated objects but from the perspective of systemic injustices. 
Ideas are prototyped rapidly, in real time, at human scale, and in collaboration with communities. "I’ve 
intensely pursued opportunities to advance this vision throughout my career, from founding an innovative 
social impact design consultancy, Studio O, to projects like designing shelters for immigrant day laborers 
to advocacy work like Dick and Rick: A Primer on Social Impact Design to research around issues of 
equitable development in urban marginalized communities in Australia and South Africa." For more 
information this talk visit www.ted.com. 
 
~ 
 
The Standing Rock Resistance and our fight for indigenous rights (Ted Talk) - Tara Houska 
 
The Standing Rock Resistance and our fight for indigenous rights is a talk by Tara Houska, given in 
November 2017, at TEDWomen. Still invisible and often an afterthought, indigenous peoples are uniting to 
protect the world's water, lands and history, while trying to heal from genocide and ongoing inequality. Tribal 
attorney, and Couchiching First Nation citizen, Tara Houska chronicles the history of attempts by 
government and industry to eradicate the legitimacy of indigenous peoples' land and culture, including the 
months-long standoff at Standing Rock that rallied thousands around the world. "It's incredible what you 
can do when you stand together," Houska says. "Stand with us -- empathize, learn, grow, change the 
conversation." 
 
Tara Houska (Couchiching First Nation) is a tribal attorney based in Washington, D.C., the National 
Campaigns Director of Honor the Earth, and a former advisor on Native American affairs to Bernie Sanders. 
She advocates on behalf of tribal nations at the local and federal levels on a range of issues impacting 
indigenous peoples. She recently spent six months living and working in North Dakota fighting the Dakota 
Access Pipeline. She is a co-founder of Not Your Mascots, a non-profit committed to educating the public 
about the harms of stereotyping, and promoting positive representation of Native Americans in the public 
sphere. For more information this talk visit www.ted.com.  
 
~ 
 
Live Stream Nature Recording, Rainforest Canopy – Australia (5:30am, Dec 24) - Locus Sonus  
 
This Live-Stream recording was captured on December 24, 5:30am, at the Rainforest Canopy at the 
Mary Cairncross Scenic Reserve in Australia. You will hear the dawn chorus of the birds of the reserve 
as things start to waken for the day. The Rainforest Canopy live stream is launching as part of the Mary 
Cairncross Reserve BioBlitz in March 2019. The BioBlitz program celebrates rainforest biodiversity with 
never-before-seen perspectives of the rainforest reserve captured and shared. The reserve consists of 
subtropical rainforest across an area of 530,000 square metres and reaches a peak canopy of 440m. Plants 
found in the reserve include 107 species of tree, 30 herbs, 50 vines, 3 palms, 21 species of fungi and 26 
kinds of shrubs. Animals include 139 birds including the wompoo fruit-dove, brown cuckoo-dove, tree-
creepers, thornbills, scrub-wrens, green catbird as well as 11 different marsupials, 3 bats, 20 lizards, 14 
snakes and 14 frog species. 
 
Locus Sonus is a research laboratory in audio in arts, created in 2005 at the Aix en Provence school of 
arts (Ecole Supérieure d'Art d'Aix en Provence, France) by Peter Sinclair, project director and Jerome Joy, 
who has lead the project since its inception. Locus Sonus is a research group whose main aim is to explore 
the ever-evolving relationship between sound, place and usage. Our methodology places artistic 
experimentation at the center of our research. Multidisciplinary theoretical approaches dialogue with, 
nourish and nurture this experimentation and the research sometimes (but not systematically) leads to 
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artistic productions in the form of installations, performances, concerts and web-based projects. The 
Locustream project is a network of open microphones who permanently stream their surronding 
soundscape all over the world.  
  
Depending on the broadcast day of the week for currents and waves, you will hear sounds from the 
Naracoorte Caves and surrounds at the Naracoorte National Park, Jasper Ridge Biological Preserve in the 
Santa Cruz Mountains in California, USA, Georo Village situated on Jeju Island, South Korea, the Shiga 
Nature Education Park in Nagano, Japan, a Streaked Shearwater Bird Colony on Tabushima Island, Japan, 
the Rainforest Canopy at the Mary Cairncross Scenic Reserve, and the Fuji Iyashinomori Woodland Study 
Centre in Japan, these recordings were all made in December of 2019, you can also listen live to each 
open microphone by visiting: http://locusonus.org/soundmap 
 
~ 
 
Sovereign Practices: Debra Sparrow, Meagan Innes, Ocean Hyland with Salia Joseph (From the 
Great Ocean Dialogues Series) 
 
Sovereign Practices is a session of the Great Ocean Dialogues series, and features Debra Sparrow, 
Meagan Innes, Ocean Hyland and Salia Joseph in discussion.  Debra, Meagan and Ocean are three 
cultural workers from the [Musqueam], [Squamish] and [Tsleil-Waututh] Nations together with Salia Joseph, 
they reflect on how their practices are embedded within community, cultural knowledge, territory and 
language. 
 
Great Ocean Dialogues is an Indigenous-led gathering, produced in a partnership between the Aboriginal 
Curatorial Collective/Collectif des commissaires autochtones, SFU Galleries, and the Vancouver Art 
Gallery. Several of the artists featured in the Great Ocean Dialogues had their work featured in the 2019 
exhibition, Transits and Returns, at the Vancouver Art Gallery. The exhibition presented the work of twenty-
one Indigenous artists whose practices are both rooted in the specificities of their cultures, and 
routed via their travels. These forces of situatedness and mobility work in synergy and in tension with one 
another, shaping the multiple ways of understanding and being Indigenous, today. Within the exhibition, 
these dual realities are explored through themes of movement, territory, kinship and representation, with 
many artworks inhabiting multiple categories. The resulting presentation foregrounds the creative 
sovereignty of each artist to determine their own articulations of the world, while also exploring the 
resonances between them. 
 
~ 
 
Protect Me From My Protector (From the Constellations Series) - Chandra Melting Tallow 
 
CONSTELLATIONS is a sound art and experimental narrative collective that illuminates international artists 
making sound works that convey meaning through evocation and abstraction. They curate and produce a 
podcast, live events and original hard copy releases.  
 
The Constellations series features a wide-range of audio works which unravel the distinctions between 
experimental documentary, sound art, soundscapes, fiction, and music. The pieces aired on Constellations 
demand a deep listening experience – encouraging listeners to expand their conception of narrative, 
musicality and attention. The series prioritizes working with artists who identify as female, non-binary, trans, 
people of colour, queer, and/or emerging creators under 30, but everyone is welcome. Jess Shane and 
Michelle Macklem are the co-founders and curators of Constellations. 
 
Protect me from my Protector by Chandra Melting Tallow  
In her critique of romantic love, bell hooks writes, “This illusion, perpetuated by so much romantic lore, 
stands in the way of our learning how to love. To sustain our fantacy, we substitute romance for love.” In 
this piece, Chandra Melting Tallow pierces the fantasy of romance to reveal the sharp, tense and dark 
edges of harm within intimate partner relationships. Dropping us into the emotional inner world of the artist, 
this work explores the intensity, confusion, and disorientation of living within the confines of abuse, including 
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the cycles of trauma and cognitive dissonance that occur when one’s protector is simultaneously inflicting 
harm. 
 
The piece extends past personal relationships to confront power relations particularly between the state as 
a protectorate and marginalized communities. When these communities are depicted as irrational and 
hysterical, the state reasserts power to remove their agency. As a result of such abuses of power, the world 
is heard and experienced differently by marginalized communities, so that music that once signaled 
romance can be recast as a tool of manipulation.   
Chandra Melting Tallow is a musician, visual artist, film-maker and semi-professional lypsyncher of mixed 
ancestry from Siksika Nation. Their practice often confronts the ghosts of intergenerational trauma and their 
relationship to the body, utilizing humour and surrealism to subvert oppressive structures of power.  
 
~ 
 
Silent Spring: Montreal/Tiotia:ke – Lou Sheppard 
 
Silent Spring: Montreal/Tiotia:ke is work composed by Lou Sheppard from the spectrograms of ten bird 
species whose population is declining in the Montreal urban environment. Spectrograms are sound images 
- visual recordings of frequency and duration in a sound. To create Silent Spring: Montreal/Tiato:ke, 
Sheppard has arranged the spectrograms as a graphic score, and has invited three musicians to interpret 
this score. Rather than ask the musicians to mimic the sounds of these birds with their instruments, they 
were asked instead to consider just the graphic score itself, evoking the loss of these sounds and knowledge 
in our environment, as well as the distancing between the birdsong and their data analysis. Silent Spring: 
Montreal/Tiato:ke is a memorial to this missing music; a rite of spring for the Anthropocene. This 
performance was with musicians Dustin Finer, Lex French and Jonathan Orland, and was recorded and 
mixed by Pamela Hart. 
 
Lou Sheppard is a Canadian artist working in interdisciplinary audio, performance and installation based 
practice. Of Irish, English and Scottish settler ancestry, Sheppard was raised on unceded Mi'Kmaq 
territory, and is based in Halifax/K'jipuktuk. Sheppard graduated from the Nova Scotia College of Art and 
Design in 2006, and then studied English and Education at Mount Saint Vincent University. In their recent 
practice, Sheppard uses processes of translation and metaphor to interrogate structures of power in data 
and language. Their work is evidenced through installation, performance and score and often leads them 
to collaborate with other artists, including musicians, visual artists and performing artists. Sheppard has 
exhibited work both in Canada and internationally, and was included in the first Antarctic Biennale and the 
Antarctic Pavilion in Venice. In 2017, they received the Emerging Atlantic Artist Award, and in 2018 they 
were long-listed for the Sobey Art Award. Sheppard is currently Artist in Residence in the Faculty of 
Education at McGill University. 
 
~ 
 
Narvaez Bay Tidal Predictions – Mark Timmings, Stephen Morris, Saturna Singers 
 
Narvaez Bay: Tidal Predictions for 2012 is a musical piece composed by Stephen Morris and Mark 
Timmings, and performed by the Saturna Island Community Choir. The piece is part of the Tide Songbook, 
a compilation of musical compositions that map Canada’s coastline by transforming tidal dynamics into 
illuminated scores and multilayered sonorous performance art. The scores form calendars in which the 
daily tide levels, predicted to occur over the course of a year, are transcribed onto a musical scale. Lunar 
cycles and the advent of solar equinoxes and solstices are also transfigured in this way. Invoking the 
Renaissance tradition of Augenmusik (Eye Music), traditional musical notation is replaced with 
iconographical elements representing moon, tide and sun. In performance, the rhythmic rise and fall of 
ocean levels as influenced by local geography and celestial mechanics are embodied in the inhaling and 
exhaling breath of human voices, creating a seamlessly flowing interface with natural cycles, which conjures 
a universe in constant flux. 
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Mark Timmings is a multidisciplinary artist who explores perceptions of place by appropriating data and 
enfolding them into the domain of art. He creates works that intimate an infinite and vital web of 
interconnecting natural cycles and human patterns by transforming field observations and aspects of 
science into aesthetic considerations and contemplative experiences. These challenging and magical 
transformations resonate far beyond the source material. His bodies of work operate as conceptual 
machines that are driven by algorithmic systems. They are ultimately transferable and open-ended. 
Ongoing projects include: Meteorologic, Tide Songbook (with Stephen Morris),and Wetland Project (with 
Brady Marks and Stephen Morris) 
 
Stephen Morris is a scholar specializing in Renaissance and Baroque music. He holds both Bachelor and 
Master degrees in School Music (McGill University), a Bachelor in Education (University of Toronto) and a 
PhD in Music History (University of Washington). Morris has taught at McGill, University of Washington and 
Agnes Scott College (Atlanta). He has served as a board member of the Viola da Gamba Society of America 
and lectured and published editions, articles and reviews for the College Music Society, American 
Musicological Society, Journal of the Viola da Gamba Society (Great Britain) and PRB Productions. 
 
The Saturna Island, British Columbia, community choir also known as the Saturna Singers, was 
founded in 1996. The group performs annual concerts and participates in community events, including 
seasonal festivities, memorials, fundraisers and summertime recitals in nature presented by the Gulf Islands 
National Park Reserve. The choir has performed in joint concerts with Vancouver choral ensembles 
Harmony, and Elektra Women’s Choir. Saturna Singers has twenty-five members and is funded by the 
Capital Regional District through the Saturna Island Parks and Recreation Commission. This performance 
was conducted by Sharon Schermbrucker, and performed by Saturna Choir members: Soprano (moon): 
Sharon Shermbrucker, Alto (tides): Anna Danylchuck, Siglinde Ewing, Flora House, Sue Kendall, Sandra 
Koochin, Sandra Kriese, Margaret Paterson, Amanda Money, Rhona Sawatsky, and Jillian Tebbit, 
Violincello (sun): Nancy Angermeyer, Keyboard (backup): Lois Buttery. The Sound recording and mix 
engineer was Eric Lamontagne. 
 
~ 
 
Soundscape Show - Brady Marks & Mark Timmings 
 
This segment of Soundscape from Vancouver Co-op Radio from 2015 features Mark Timmings in 
conversation with Brady Marks. The two of them walk in Marks’ backyard and chat about Narvaez Bay: 
Tidal Predictions, a lush and mesmerizing composition created in 2012. The recording in this segment is of 
the Vancouver Chamber Choir Under the direction of John Washburn. The composers of Tidal Preditions 
are Mark Timmings and Stephen Morris. You will also hear in this segment Cellist Nancy Angermeyer from 
a video originally taken by Jude White.  
 
Brady Marks is a computational artist whose delight in sound fields has led her to explore media art and 
generative soundscape composition. Her concern for the near totalizing encroachment of technology into 
contemporary life has directed her to respond with works and events that problematize this technological 
enframing. Marks obtained an undergraduate degree in Computer Science from the University of Cape 
Town, South Africa, and a Masters in Interactive Arts from Simon Fraser University in Vancouver, Canada. 
As a graduate of Simon Fraser University taught by faculty including original members of the World 
Soundscape Project (WSP), and as a member of the Soundscape Collective at Vancouver Co-operative 
Radio, Brady Marks is an inheritor of the WSP legacy of Acoustic Ecology. 
 
~ 
 
Black Lives Didn't Matter: Fungibility and the Black Body (Ted Talk) - Syrus Marcus Ware 
 
Black Lives Didn't Matter: Fungibility and the Black Body is a talk by artist Syrus Marcus Ware, given  
at a TEDx series at the University of Toronto. What is the role of art in the struggle for rights? According to 
Ware, a core member of Black Lives Matter, Toronto, and the coordinator of the Art Gallery of Ontario's 
Youth Programs, "If activists are the soldiers, then artists are the street medics." Ware's talk spans art from 
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the renaissance to today, showing how art has always and will continue to support those fighting for a more 
just society. 
  
Syrus Marcus Ware is a Vanier Scholar, visual artist, activist, curator and educator. He uses painting, 
installation and performance to explore social justice frameworks and black activist culture. His work has 
been shown widely, including in a solo show at Grunt Gallery, Vancouver (2068:Touch Change) and new 
work commissioned for the 2019 Toronto Biennial of Art and the Ryerson Image Centre (Antarctica and 
Ancestors, Do You Read Us? (Dispatches from the Future)) and in group shows at the Art Gallery of 
Ontario, the University of Lethbridge Art Gallery, Art Gallery of York University, the Art Gallery of Windsor. 
His performance works have been part of festivals across Canada. 
  
Ware is part of the PDA (Performance Disability Art) Collective and co-programmed Crip Your World: An 
Intergalactic Queer/POC Sick and Disabled Extravaganza as part of Mayworks 2014. His recent curatorial 
projects include That’s So Gay (Gladstone Hotel, 2016-2019), Re:Purpose (Robert McLaughlin Gallery, 
2014) and The Church Street Mural Project (Church-Wellesley Village, 2013). He is also co-curator of The 
Cycle, a two-year disability arts performance initiative of the National Arts Centre, is a core-team member 
of Black Lives Matter, Toronto, and is a co-curator of Blackness Yes!/Blockorama. Ware has won several 
awards, including the TD Diversity Award in 2017, voted “Best Queer Activist” by NOW Magazine (2005) 
and was awarded the Steinert and Ferreiro Award (2012). Ware is a PhD candidate at York University in 
the Faculty of Environmental Studies. 
 
~ 
 
Beneath the Forest Floor - Hildegard Westerkamp 
 
Beneath the Forest Floor is a two-channel audio work by Hildegard Westerkamp, commissioned by CBC 
Radio for Two New Hours, premiering on May 17, 1992. The work is composed from sounds recorded in 
old-growth forests on British Columbia's west coast. Most of the sounds for this composition were recorded 
in one specific location in the Carmanah Valley on Vancouver Island. This old-growth rainforest contains 
some of the tallest known Sitka spruce in the world and cedar trees that are well over one thousand years 
old. Although the Carmanah Creek is a constant acoustic presence it never disturbs the peace. Its sound 
moves in and out of the silence of the forest, as the trail meanders in and out of clearings near the creek. 
A few days in the Carmanah creates deep inner peace - transmitted, surely, by the trees who have been 
standing in the same place for hundreds of years. Beneath the Forest Floor is attempting to provide a space 
in time for the experience of such peace, and hopes to encourage listeners to visit a place like it, at risk 
from clear-cut logging. Much will be lost if these forests disappear - not only trees, but also an inner space, 
a sense of balance and focus, of new energy and life. The inner forest, the forest in us. 
 
The work was produced in CBC's Advanced Audio Production Facility in Toronto with the technical 
assistance of Joanne Anka and Rod Crocker. Thanks to Norbert Ruebsaat for providing his recordings of 
an adult raven and a young raven from Haida Gwaii. All other recordings were made by Westerkamp in the 
Carmanah Valley, and the forests near Cowichan Lake, Galiano Island and Lighthouse Park, West 
Vancouver. All sounds were recorded throughout the summer of 1991. Thanks to Peter Grant for assisting 
in much of the recording process. David Jaeger produced Two New Hours for CBC Radio. Beneath the 
Forest Floor received a mention at Prix Italia 1994 and was recommended for broadcast by the International 
Music Council's Rostrum of Electroacoustic Music in 1992. Excerpts of Beneath the Forest Floor appear in 
Elephant (2003), a film by Gus van Sant. 
 
Hildegard Westerkamp was born in Osnabrück, Germany in 1946 and emigrated to Canada in 1968. After 
completing her music studies at the University of British Columbia in the early seventies she joined the 
World Soundscape Project under the direction of R. Murray Schafer at Simon Fraser University. Her 
involvement with this project not only activated deep concerns about noise and the general state of the 
acoustic environment in her, but it also changed her ways of thinking about music, listening and 
soundmaking. Vancouver Co-operative Radio – founded during the same time – provided an invaluable 
opportunity to learn much about broadcasting, and ultimately enabled her to produce and host her weekly 
program Soundwalking in 1978/79. 
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~ 
 
Episode 2 - Trees and Democracy (From the Talking Trees Series) - Jess Miller, Raquel Ormella, 
David Strayer and Marc Stears 
 
The Talking Trees series is inspired by Janet Laurence: After Nature. The series brings together artists, 
researchers and advocates to exchange and discover new ideas around one of the most vital elements of 
the natural world: trees. Talking Trees explores what trees can teach us about time, language, democracy, 
fragility, social action and artistic expression. The series begins in summer and culminates during the MCA’s 
winter Conversation Starters 2019 weekend festival focusing on climate change. 
 
The program has been organised in collaboration with Dr Dalia Nassar (University of Sydney), Prof 
Margaret Barbour (University of Sydney), Sydney Policy Lab, the MCA and Janet Laurence. 
 
Episode 2 - Trees and Democracy posits that living in a leafy neighbourhood is good for our health, but 
is it also good for democracy? Do trees build a stronger sense of belonging and wellbeing? This talk will 
break down the role trees play in binding us to the places that we inhabit, the communities we build and the 
public spaces we share. It was moderated by Marc Stears, Director of Sydney Policy Lab, with guest 
speakers Jess Miller, Raquel Ormella and David Strayer. 
 
Jess Miller is a Councillor at the City of Sydney and is one of the youngest people to hold elected office at 
the City of Sydney. She served as Deputy Lord Mayor, 2017 to 2018. Through a range of influential roles, 
she has forged change in how we care for our environment and our understanding of what we eat. 
 
Raquel Ormella is an artist whose practice encompasses material forms often associated with social and 
political activism, such as banners, flags, video, pamphlets and zines. She is interested in the collision of 
art and activism and the complex relationship between humans and the natural environment. She has been 
exhibiting regularly in national and international exhibitions for over two decades and teaches at School of 
Art & Design, ANU. 
 
David Strayer is a professor of Cognitive Neuroscience, in the Department of Psychology, at the University 
of Utah, and a Fellow of the Association for Psychological Science. His research explores the cognitive and 
psychophysiological biomarkers associated with exposure to natural environments. 
 
Marc Stears is a professor, and Director of the Sydney Policy Lab at the University of Sydney. At the 
Sydney Policy Lab, researchers, communities and policymakers come together to strengthen democracy, 
reduce spiralling inequality and help empower communities to shape their own future. Before arriving in 
Sydney, Stears had been Professor of Political Theory at the University of Oxford and Chief Executive of 
the New Economics Foundation. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

*This daily program runs for close to 13 hours and then repeats at 12:58pm* 
 


